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PLACE: Meeting Room G.01, Ground Floor, City Hall, 115 Charles 

Street, Leicester, LE1 1FZ

Members of the Commission
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Members of the Commission are invited to attend the above meeting to 
consider the items of business listed overleaf.

For Monitoring Officer

Officer contacts:
Jerry Connolly (Scrutiny Policy Officer)

Elaine Baker (Democratic Support Officer),
Tel: 0116 454 6355, e-mail: elaine.baker@leicester.gov.uk

Leicester City Council, City Hall, 115 Charles Street, Leicester, LE1 1FZ



Information for members of the public

Attending meetings and access to information

You have the right to attend formal meetings such as full Council, committee meetings, City Mayor & 
Executive Public Briefing and Scrutiny Commissions and see copies of agendas and minutes. On 
occasion however, meetings may, for reasons set out in law, need to consider some items in private. 

Dates of meetings and copies of public agendas and minutes are available on the Council’s website 
at www.cabinet.leicester.gov.uk, from the Council’s Customer Service Centre or by contacting us 
using the details below. 

Making meetings accessible to all

Wheelchair access – Public meeting rooms at the City Hall are accessible to wheelchair users.  
Wheelchair access to City Hall is from the middle entrance door on Charles Street - press the plate on 
the right hand side of the door to open the door automatically.

Braille/audio tape/translation - If you require this please contact the Democratic Support Officer 
(production times will depend upon equipment/facility availability).

Induction loops - There are induction loop facilities in City Hall meeting rooms.  Please speak to the 
Democratic Support Officer using the details below.

Filming and Recording the Meeting - The Council is committed to transparency and supports efforts to 
record and share reports of proceedings of public meetings through a variety of means, including 
social media.  In accordance with government regulations and the Council’s policy, persons and press 
attending any meeting of the Council open to the public (except Licensing Sub Committees and where 
the public have been formally excluded) are allowed to record and/or report all or part of that meeting.  
Details of the Council’s policy are available at www.leicester.gov.uk or from Democratic Support.

If you intend to film or make an audio recording of a meeting you are asked to notify the relevant 
Democratic Support Officer in advance of the meeting to ensure that participants can be notified in 
advance and consideration given to practicalities such as allocating appropriate space in the public 
gallery etc..

The aim of the Regulations and of the Council’s policy is to encourage public interest and 
engagement so in recording or reporting on proceedings members of the public are asked:

 to respect the right of others to view and hear debates without interruption;
 to ensure that the sound on any device is fully muted and intrusive lighting avoided;
 where filming, to only focus on those people actively participating in the meeting;
 where filming, to (via the Chair of the meeting) ensure that those present are aware that they 

may be filmed and respect any requests to not be filmed.

Further information 

If you have any queries about any of the above or the business to be discussed, please contact:
Elaine Baker, Democratic Support Officer on 0116 454 6355.  Alternatively, email 
elaine.baker@leicester.gov.uk, or call in at City Hall.

For Press Enquiries - please phone the Communications Unit on 0116 454 4151.

http://www.cabinet.leicester.gov.uk/
http://www.leicester.gov.uk/


PUBLIC SESSION

AGENDA

13. URGENT ITEM - STAKE LIMITS FOR FIXED ODDS 
BETTING TERMINALS 
(APPENDIX E)

This report is submitted as an urgent item, as the information on the 
consultation was not available when the agenda was prepared and the 
deadline for comments is before the next meeting of the Commission.  In view 
of the Commission’s previous support of the proposals outlined below, it is 
considered appropriate that the Commission be given the opportunity to 
respond to this consultation.

The Director of Neighbourhood and Environmental Services submits a report 
advising the Scrutiny Commission on Government consultations in respect of 
changing limits on Fixed Odds Betting Terminals (FOBTs).  The Commission is 
recommended to:

a) Respond to the DCMS review by reiterating the Council’s support for the £2 
maximum stake limit for B2 machines;

b) Request the Executive to also reiterate its support for this position;

c) Inform the Local Government Association and local MPs of this position; 
and

d) Maintain under review the DCMS actions relating to gambling and social 
responsibility, with a future report to scrutiny if appropriate. 
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URGENT ITEM

Further to the agenda for the above meeting which has already been circulated, 
please find attached the following:-

12. STAKE LIMITS ON FIXED ODDS BETTING TERMINALS Appendix E

This report is submitted as an urgent item, as the information on the consultation 
was not available when the agenda was prepared and the deadline for comments is 
before the next meeting of the Commission.  In view of the Commission’s previous 
support of the proposals outlined below, it is considered appropriate that the 
Commission be given the opportunity to respond to this consultation.

The Director of Neighbourhood and Environmental Services submits a report 
advising the Scrutiny Commission on Government consultations in respect of 
changing limits on Fixed Odds Betting Terminals (FOBTs).  The Commission is 
recommended to:

a) Respond to the DCMS review by reiterating the Council’s support for the £2 
maximum stake limit for B2 machines;

b) Request the Executive to also reiterate its support for this position;

c) Inform the Local Government Association and local MPs of this position; and

d) Maintain under review the DCMS actions relating to gambling and social 
responsibility, with a future report to scrutiny if appropriate.

Elaine Baker 
Democratic Support
Tel: 0116 454 6355 (Internal: 37 6355)
E-mail: elaine.baker@leicester.gov.uk 
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Appendix E



Useful information

 Ward(s) All
 Report author: Jerry Connolly 
 Author contact details: jerry.connolly@leicester.gov.uk

Tel: 0116 454 6343
Ext: (37) 6343

Reason for urgency:

This report is submitted as an urgent item, as the information on the consultation was 
not available when the agenda was prepared and the deadline for comments is before 
the next meeting of the Commission.  In view of the Commission’s previous support of 
the proposals outlined below, it is considered appropriate that the Commission be 
given the opportunity to respond to this consultation.

1. Purpose of report

1.1 To advise the Scrutiny Commission on Government consultations in respect of 
changing limits on Fixed Odds Betting Terminals (FOBTs) and to make 
recommendations.

2. Report 

        Fixed odds betting terminals

2.1   The government is consulting on a range of measures relating to gambling issues. 
The consultations are being run by the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and 
Sport (DCMS).

2.2  This issue was investigated in a review by the Neighbourhoods Services and 
Community Involvement Scrutiny Commission which reported in March 2016.

2.3 Government consultations started in October 2016 and the DCMS response to 
the consultation was published in October 2017.  That response contained a 
number of options for limiting the stake on Fixed Odds Betting Terminals (FOBTs) 
(also known as B2 machines).  A link to the proposals is contained here.

2.4  A key issue raised by the DCMS consultation was the size of the maximum 
permissible stake, which is currently £100.  This was also considered by the NSCI 
review, which concluded that the size of the stake, as well as a failure of the 
betting industry to provide a robust enough protection for vulnerable customers, 
had a disproportionately great impact on a range of communities.

2.5    In response to 275 submissions (including the NSCI review, which was published 
as part of those submissions), DCMS has proposed a number of options for 
reducing the £100 stake limit.
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2.6    These are as follows:

 Option 1 – maximum stake reduced to £50 on all B2 content 
 Option 2 – maximum stake reduced to £30 on all B2 content 
 Option 3 – maximum stake reduced to £20 on B2 non-slots and £2 on B2 slots
 Option 4 – maximum stake reduced to £2 on all B2 content.  

2.7    The DCMS proposals included an impact assessment for each of these options.

         It acknowledges that there was widespread support for a reduction in the stake 
on B2 machines to £2.  

2.8  This support came from the Local Government Association, local authorities, 
campaign groups, charities and faith groups. These respondents focused on the 
disparity between the maximum stake on B2s and other gaming machines in 
accessible locations. They argued that the £100 stake was linked to gambling-
related harm, wider harm to communities and anti-social behaviour.

2.9 This was reflected in evidence provided to the NSCI review and in the 
recommendations to the Executive, which included a call to limit stakes to £2 for 
users of FOBTs.  That reflected and reinforced Leicester City Council’s own view, 
and that of the Local Government Association1.  

       Social responsibility and gambling

2.10 The DCMS review also considered some of the wider social and economic 
impacts of gambling, and made a number of further observations. In particular it 
looked at social responsibility measures introduced by the gambling industry 
since 2013.

2.11 The Government wants the industry to trial and evaluate further measures on B1, 
B2 and B3 machines2 to improve player protection and create parity across 
category B machines. Areas to be looked at include: 
 Voluntary time and spend limits and “hard stops” when limits are met 
 Mandatory alerts when certain time and spend benchmarks are reached 
 Prohibiting mixed play between B2 and B3 machines 
 The use of algorithms to identify problematic play on gaming machines 

2.12 If sufficient progress is not made, the Government and the Gambling Commission 
will consider whether additional requirements should be placed on licence 
holders.

1 This position was set out in the Executive response the NSCI scrutiny recommendations on 22nd 
March 2017 (page 62 of the agenda) 
http://www.cabinet.leicester.gov.uk:8071/documents/g7526/Public%20reports%20pack%20We
dnesday%2022-Mar-
2017%2017.30%20Neighbourhood%20Services%20and%20Community%20Involvement%20.pdf?T
=10
2 B1 machines have a £5 stake limit; B3 machines have a £2 maximum stake.
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3. Recommendations

3.1     Members are recommended to:

1. Respond to the DCMS review by reiterating the Council’s support for the £2 
maximum stake limit for B2 machines;

2. Request the Executive to support this response, thereby reiterating its 
previous support for this position;

3. Inform the Local Government Association and local MPs of this position; and

4. Maintain under review the DCMS actions relating to gambling and social 
responsibility, with a future report to scrutiny if appropriate.

4. Financial, Legal and other implications

Financial implications

None in the context of this report

Legal implications

None in the context of this report

Climate Change and Carbon Reduction implications

None in the context of this report

Equalities implications

None in the context of this report

5. Supporting information / appendices

5.1     Links to supporting reports and documents are contained in the main body of the 
report.

6.  Is this a private report (If so, please indicated the reasons and state why it is 
not in the public interest to be dealt with publicly)? 

No

7. Is this a “key decision”?  
No
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